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 Iowa’s unemployment rate remained 
at 3.2 percent in July. The state’s 
jobless rate was 3.7 percent one 
year ago. 

 

 The number of unemployed Iowans 
increased to 54,400 in July from 
53,700 in June. 

 

 The U.S. unemployment rate 
decreased slightly to 4.3 percent in 
July from 4.4 percent in June. 

Source:  Labor Market Information (LMI) Division, Iowa Workforce Development and the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) unless 
otherwise noted. (Reference: July 2017)  

Published in August 2017 
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 Total nonfarm employment added jobs for 
the third consecutive month in July, gaining 
1,600 jobs. 10,700 jobs have been added 
over the past three months. 

 

 Manufacturing added the most jobs this 
month (+1,800) due to hiring in durable 
goods factories. Manufacturing is now 
1,800 jobs higher than one year ago. 

 

 Construction shed 2,300 jobs in July due to 
the early completion of projects this month. 
This sector trails last year’s historic levels 
by 4,400 jobs. 

 

 Total nonfarm employment remains up 
15,900 jobs due to hiring in the private 
service sectors. Both goods producing 
industries and government trail last year’s 
marks by 2,400 jobs. 

Construction
32%

Manufacturing
20%Trade

8%

Admin., 
Support, etc.

8%

Health Care, 
Social Asst

5%

All Other
27%

Source: Iowa Workforce Development 

 Weekly UI initial claims averaged 
2,273 during July 2017 compared to 
2,706 during July 2016. 

 

 The construction industry accounted 
for 32 percent of UI benefits paid  
during the most recent fiscal year. 
Manufacturing followed with 20  
percent of benefits paid. 

 

 The consumer price index (CPI)  
increased by a slight 0.1 percent in 
July and is now up 1.7 percent  
compared to last year. 

   

 U.S. nonfarm employment added 
209,000 jobs in July, exceeding the 
previous twelve-month average of 
187,000 jobs per month.  The U.S. 
annual growth rate is 1.5 percent. 
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Status of the 

Iowa Workforce and Economy 

Iowa Nonfarm Employment  

 

Average 
Employment 

Percent 
Change from 
Prior Qtr 

2015 
Qtr 3 1,561,400 0.1% 

Qtr 4 1,564,200 0.2% 

2016 

Qtr 1 1,570,100 0.4% 

Qtr 2 1,568,600 -0.1% 

Qtr 3 1,572,600 0.3% 

Qtr 4 1,571,700 -0.1% 

Qtr 1 1,579,600 0.5% 
2017 

Qtr 2 1,581,600 0.1% 
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